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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET, 
LEAGUE OF NEW JERS 


'ARY OF THE NEGRO WELFARE 
SEY FOR 
APRIL AND XAY. 


It pleases the Executive Secretary of the League to re- 
port at this, the Second Quarterly iieeting of the Board of 
anagers of the Negro Welfare League that since its last 
necting many things of great importance have happened, 


The work is becoming more and more widely known, the ser- 
vices of the organization to the Community, and the Community's 
appreciation of its services are very noticeably increasing, 


Last Meeting marked the retirement of ilr, A, V, Hamburg 
our firet President, after one year's faithful service, It 
sew also the election to the Presidency of the Organization, 
Dr, W, H. Vail, whoeé interest in Negroes and public spirited- 
neds are widely known 


The First Annual Meeting of the League held on April 15th 
It establish- 


I 


t: 
pointe olearer in my more minute figures later in this report. 


It was found impossible to use them later than the 15th be- 
causo the farmers needed thom immediately and the schools would 
not close until the last of May and first of June 


ters from ir, Spite, Professor App and Colonel Bryant 
„i11 Be interest ing her 


Report in detail for April and May. 


Number of persons given employment. 
jen 72 - - - - - - -Women 75+ 


Tupe of work, namely: on farms, in domestic service, in 
factories, drivers, foundries, janitors, Janitresses, construct- 
ion workers, office work, factories, and chemical workers, 


in Newark, Harrison, äaplewood, 


Hotories and foundries 
rk for women, thirty-five and fourty conte an hour for 


wore tian fifty calle were received for house workers 
oe t Hills, Paterson, Newark, Maple- 
Orang range, S, Orange, 
and Roselle. Gitterend feotories ceived for wom 
workers asking for numbers from two tò fifi 
r men were Cyrus Currier, Harrison Inco: 
Toes mon, datthew Gay, Leather 
works, Carnegie Steel, i, 
Worke, Kugeles Robineon Constnuction Co., 
os o, of america, Springfield, 


tndtoate clearly 
‘becoming: es 
It ds pleasing to note that in April a record for riw 
driving was made by a colored gang at Port Newark yard. 
drove 601 rivets one afternoon, Two of the members of 


C GD 


-3- 


geng were placed in the yard by the League. Their names 
sppeared in the Speed Up a weekly issued by the Submarine 
Corporation Co, and also a cartoon of theheater, who ic 

champion writer of the yard. 


An investigation was made of thirty shops end factories 
niob colored girls and women are employed in Newark 
my very stgnificent things came to light as a result of 
thie Tavestisetion, è 


in wi 


(1) Types of work ineluđe tobacco factories, laundries 
mitting Wills, Shirt Factoty, Canvas Makers, founderies, 


Glue Mekers, Fur Factories, Leathér Factories, Handkerehief, 
and Toy Factoties, 


(2) Between 800 and 1,000 girls amd women are employed 
in factories, shops, etc, 


3) That in certain types of work namely, tobacco factor- 
ies, laundrtes, canvas makers, they show the same stamnia and 
speed as whites, but where constant drive and operation of a 
power machine i8 the condition they are much slower, 


(4) That where the colored girl did show ability as an 
exception she was usually the test worker of either race in the 
; two or-three instances of this came to light. 


(5) That generally there was not manifested on the pert of 
the colored girl the same itch taht as the whites they tired too 
quickly under presure, 


(6) That the average wage earned by them in any plant when 
full week was put in was between 28. 00 and 39,00, Mah; 
ptions of girls earning more were noted, for instance, one 
rl sent to a toy factory by the Teague some three months ago 
came so proficient as to do an average of }2 and 15 gross a 

of special type of work being paid at a rate of 27cents per 


(7) That there ie one factory with fifty machines a ot 
which could be used for colored girls if the right type 
čotten and.a-colored forlady would be employed, there are about 
oichteen girls there at present. i 
That the fear of race feeling toward working wi 
"scare" and that employers a Peina- 


treated. 
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(9) Ghat the greatest complaint against colored girls is 
IRASGULARITY AND INDEPENDIBILITY, 


On this point the invariable question from the employer was 
"Is there a place where Colored girls can meet, nice place; , 
they look so sleepy some of them when they come, like they have 
spent their nights in places not good for them?" My answer of 
course Was, much to mg embarrassment "NO." 


One employer wrote me a check for $100 toward starting 
such a place and promised his continual support after we got it 
going. 


Recreation 


(1) The social Centre at the Belmont Ave, School is still 
open and attracting many. 


(2) Troop 55, Boy Scouts, under the Leadership of ir, John 
Ellsworth anā Alton Diggs, is meeting weekly in the Club Room 
of the Female Charities Bldg. irs, Ornan Wright, boys worker 
has expressed her thanks to me for sending them, such a fine 
group of boys. 


St, James Red Cross Chapter still meeting at the Central 
ave, Rooms which the League secured for them, We are espec- 
jally proud of the enthusiasm they exhibited in co-operation 
in the Second Red Cross War Fund, Not only did they secure 
nenberships, ‘but they with their boxes begged on the streets 
aswell, Our pride comes here because we came to the rescue 
of this chapter and secured a meeting place for them at a time 
when they were considering disbanding temporarily because of 
the want of a place to meet. 


We co-operated with the Automobile Club in seeing thet the 
children of the Good Samaritan Home got the advantage of their 
outing on June 20th. 


We are trying to arrange for some of our boys to go to Bear 
dountein with the New York Urban League Club if they secured 
he Camp, 


peration 
Board of Education, Probation Department, Deyartment of 
Labor—Down-Zown—Commit-tee,-Buresu—of Associated Charities, — 
Children's Aid, Female Charities, idayor's Committee on Nat- 
ional Defense, Dept, of Health. = 


Health, 


Several health lectupes were given in April, One food 
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demonstration given, Food demonstration literature was 
distributed. 


We have noticed that where there’were heretofor probably 


three or four Negro Children brought before the court during 
a month, there are now thet many at each court setting, . 


an unusual number of cases of the unmarried mothers has 
come to our attentim recently, A letter from Dr. Levy will 
jive a very concrete through lamentable picture of the sit- 
vation. 


Read letter 


In discussing the matter with Dr, Levy he said he believed 
there were two ways which this growing soċial evil might te 
counterabted. : 

(1) Aworker to work With unmarried mothers and see that the 
father of the children are duly punished, 

(2) Secure a place where colored girls can meet and have the 
influence of this place react through the Community. 


properly guarded, they no 
of time in the evening a 


counsel and dealing w 
ened, 

nformation concerning Negroes 
e Church Extention Board of 
of Economics U. S. 


We have been called on to supply i 
here by the Home Missims Council, th 
the Congregational Church, and the Dept. 


